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Perhaps in this Christmas week, with

just 4 days remaining prior to that pre-
cious day, we should set aside the accu-
sations, and try a little Christmas tol-
erance and generosity and kindness.

Merry Christmas, dear friends.
f

LABOR GRINCH STEALS
CHRISTMAS

(Mr. FUNDERBURK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FUNDERBURK. Mr. Speaker, 3
weeks ago I stood outside a Harris-Tee-
ter supermarket in Rocky Mount, NC,
ringing the Christmas bell and collect-
ing donations for the Salvation Army.
Now, I come back to Washington, DC,
to learn that many retail stores are no
longer making room for kettle drives
because of a recent ruling issued by the
National Labor Relations Board. It
seems that big labor unions—who are
spending millions for TV ads against a
balanced budget—feel discriminated
against because the shopping centers
that open their doors to the Salvation
Army and other charitable organiza-
tions during the holiday season will
not permit union picketing at their
doorsteps. The NLRB, in its infinite
wisdom, sided with the unions. Not sur-
prisingly, many malls and shopping
centers have told the Salvation Army
that they would love to host kettle
drives this year but they just cannot
afford the enormous costs of being sued
by labor unions.

Mr. Speaker, this is an outrage. This
is yet another example of an out-of-
touch, bloated Federal Government
that doesn’t care about the poor and
needy who could receive a hand-up
from the Salvation Army instead of a
hand-out from the welfare state.
Today, I am cosponsoring H.R. 2497 to
stop this abuse of power by the Depart-
ment of Labor. Let us stop labor
unions from threatening businesses
who invite bell ringers from the Salva-
tion Army.
f

NO WAY TO RUN A BUSINESS

(Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr.
Speaker, the Republicans claim they
are going to run our Government like a
business. Well, Mr. Speaker, I am still
looking for one, just one business in
this entire country, that would run it-
self like the Republicans are running
this Government.

Think about it. They are so mad that
they are not getting their own way
that they are sending home 280,000 em-
ployees, with pay. That is right, they
are sending them home with pay.

There is not a single business in this
country that would do that if they
were using their own money. Nobody in
their right mind would do that using
their own money. But they are using
taxpayer money to do that. It is wrong.

Those people should come back to
work.

It reminds me of a kid in the neigh-
borhood I grew up in. He was so mad he
would pinch himself. He would say, ‘‘I
am going to keep pinching myself,’’
and the rest of us would look at him in
complete amazement, because he was
only hurting himself.

The sad joke here is the Republicans
are only hurting the taxpayers.
f

BUDGET NEGOTIATIONS AFFECT
CHILDREN

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, my son
John plays on a U–10 soccer team, the
Budget Bombers. Now, judging from
their names, you would think we were
a bunch of Democrats, but actually
they are a bunch of future taxpayers
who will inherit Democrat deficits.

Their coach, Kurt Rodenberg, gave
me this hat. I think it is appropriate
for the season. It says ‘‘Budget’’ on it.
I will call it the Kasich cap.

But there is another cap out here.
This is the Clinton cap. Something for
everybody. Fun, games, promises, and
make-believe; SSI for prisoners; fear
and demagoguery for senior citizens;
rules, regulations, and red tap for bu-
reaucrats; American jobs and benefits
for illegal aliens. And, for the children,
Clinton and Demo-Clauses would never
forget the children, for the children
have a $5 trillion debt. Higher interest
rates, higher mortgages, less jobs.
What a future for the young U–10 soc-
cer team.

This is their compassion. This is
their Christmas spirit. This is their
love. Merry Christmas, Mr. President.
But really and truly, fast forward them
to ground-hog day.
f

PUT AMERICAN FAMILIES FIRST
(Mr. GUTIERREZ asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, com-
promise: It is a simple concept. A 7-
year-old understands it. For a child, it
might mean something like having an
ice cream cone or a candy bar, but not
both.

Well, maybe I should have a child ex-
plain this concept to some of the ex-
tremist Republicans in this house. Be-
cause even though they are all older
than 7, they are acting a lot less ma-
ture than that. You see, they want it
all. Tax giveaways to the wealthiest
Americans. Cuts in student loans and
Head Start. Gutting regulations that
protect clean air and water. Making
our seniors pay more for health care.

And they will not give up, no matter
how much suffering they cause, until
they impose their radical demands on
every American family. It is too bad.

You see, if a 7-year-old insists on ice
cream and a candy bar, it just means a

little disagreement. But when the Re-
publicans will not give up any of their
anitfamily demands, every American,
students, seniors, children—must pay.

Come on. It is time to grow up. Stop
holding your breath and stomping your
feet and join the fight for a decent
budget that puts American family
first.
f

TIME TO WORK ON A BALANCED
BUDGET

(Mr. FRISA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FRISA. Mr. Speaker, I am sure
most Americans feel as I do that we
have heard enough of the blah-blah and
the yak, yak, yak. We have a job to do,
Mr. Speaker.

When I ran for election to this great
body, I promised I would be different. I
would not be like the Democrats who
controlled this House for 40 years, ran
up America’s charge cards, got our-
selves into debt, so that so much of the
budget now is just going to pay the in-
terest on our national debt. And re-
gardless of the President’s crocodile
tears and his empty words and his
quivering bottom lip, we are not going
to be intimidated, because the simple
fact is, Mr. Speaker, we have done our
job and put a balanced budget on the
table. The President has nothing but
empty words.

We are here to work. As soon as the
President is prepared to really roll up
his sleeves, get the political will and
drop the posturing, then we will have a
balanced budget.
f

UPHOLD ETHICS COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDATIONS

(Mr. POMEROY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, these
are difficult days for the House of Rep-
resentatives. Portions of the Federal
Government are shut down because the
appropriations required have not even
been enacted. Budget talks that could
bring us to a balanced budget plan have
not even really meaningfully begun;
the parties are trapped in a meaning-
less standoff.

But something is afoot that is more
serious, even more serious to this insti-
tution than either of these unfortunate
developments. The House Committee
on Ethics, in a unanimous bipartisan
vote has recommended closing a loop-
hole that allows Members of this insti-
tution to cash in through lucrative
book deals. Efforts are now underway
to prevent the Committee on Ethics
recommendation from coming to the
floor of this House for a vote. These ef-
forts, apparently done with the bless-
ing of the Speaker himself, pose a very
serious threat to this Committee on
Ethics.

If the committee on Ethics, operat-
ing in a bipartisan fashion, can no
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